DARLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
ANNUAL REPORT 2014

OUR VISION
Darlington Primary School will provide a caring, holisc and challenging learning
environment that nurtures and celebrates individual potenal.
We value the collaboraon between school, parents and community and the crical
role this plays in achieving our vision.

Phone: 08 9299 6888
Fax: 08 9299 7545
E-mail: Darlington.PS@det.wa.edu.au

WE VALUE
Knowledge and learning
Endeavour, challenge and connuous improvement
Respect for ourselves – being responsible and resilient
Respect and concern for others and their rights – being inclusive and kind
Respect and care for the environment
Healthy habits and lifestyle
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
2014 marked a significant milestone in the history of Darlington Primary
School, as the final cohort of Year 7 students graduated in December, along
with the first group of Year 6 students to move on to secondary school as a
whole group. These valedictory classes were a credit to their school,. They
were mature and valuable leaders, performing well both academically and
socially. This would indicate that Darlington Primary School, its students the
community are well placed to meet the challenges that lie ahead as education
enters a period of significant reform in 2015.
The school has maintained its positive reputation within the local area and in
the wider Hills community. Local families continue to commend the quality
of the programs offered at the school and to voice their appreciation of the
community feel it engenders, as was evident in the results of the community
surveys undertaken during the year. The demand for enrolment from families
living outside the local intake area continues to exceed available student
places. Anecdotally, families are seeking to purchase or rent properties with
the school’s catchment area in order to secure places for their children.
Throughout 2014, enrolments continued the upward trend of recent years,
including almost capacity numbers in the Early Childhood classes. Confirmed
enrolments for 2015 reveal that the change to Year 7 as the first year of
secondary school will have little or no impact on overall numbers at
Darlington. With stable enrolments of around 385 students, the school is
nearing capacity within its current infrastructure.
The school’s education program adheres to the requirements laid out by the
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority. Classroom
teachers follow the mandated Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics,
History, Science and Geography. In addition to these core areas, specialist
teachers present classes for all students in visual arts, class music, physical
education and French as a Language Other Than English..
The academic outcomes of students continue, in general, to match those their
peers in ‘like schools’. They also make the most of opportunities to engage
successfully in a variety of extra-curricular activities, such as sports and music.
In keeping with the school’s Vision and Values statements, focus is
maintained on maximising each student’s academic, personal and social skills
tin order to prepare them for further education and the achievement of their
full potential as caring and contributing members of society. A safe, secure
and open environment, with school staff working in collaboration with
families and the wider community is crucial to the achievement of these goals.
A well-informed and pro-active School Council meets once a term to advise
and support the planning and operation of the school. During 2014, there was
an increase in interest in the activities of the Parents & Citizens Association
that led to a welcome increase in the number and engagement of active
members. They were very active in planning social and fundraising activities
for the benefit of all students and were instrumental in the school’s successful
submission for an Artist in Residence Grant for 2015.
This Annual Report is presented as a broad perspective of Darlington
Primary School, its operations and its achievements in 2014.
Lorna Woodley
Principal 2014
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OUR STUDENTS
Enrolments
Student enrolments stabilised around 380 over the course of the course of the year.
Enrolments at the end of 2014 were:
Kindergarten

50

Year 2

50

Year 5

38

Pre-primary

48

Year 3

46

Year 6

47

Year 1

44

Year 4

48

Year 7

11

The school’s extensive early childhood facilities enable places to be offered to
students from outside its designated local intake area in Kindergarten and Pre-primary
and the majority of these continue at the school for their primary years of education.
However, incoming enrolments in for Years 1 to 6 are restricted to families living with
the Local Intake area to ensure ready access to students from within the Darlington
locality.
Attendance
Yr 1

Yr 2

Yr 3

Yr 4

Yr 5

Yr 6

Yr 7

DPS

94%

96%

96%

95%

95%

96%

96%

State

92%

93%

93%

93%

93%

92%

91%

OUR STAFF
All teaching staff meet the professional requirements to teach in WA public schools
and can be found on the WACOT public register of teachers.

Administration Staff
Principals

No
1

FTE
1.0

Deputy Principals

2

2.0

Total Administration Staff

3

3.0

Level 3 Teachers

1

1.0

Other Teaching Staff

19

Total Teaching staff

20

16.72

Registrars

2

1.0

Clerical Administrative

2

0.6

Library Officer

1

0.6

Gardening/Maintenance

2

0.7

Cleaners

3

2.0

Education Assistants

16

8.7

Total School Support Staff

26

13.6

Total Staff

49

33.32

Teaching Staff

School Support Staff

At the commencement of Term 2, long serving Deputy Principal, Matthew Snell, was
promoted to the position of Principal at Ashfield Primary School, where he had been
the Acting Principal since Term 4 2013. The consequent vacancy was eventually filled
permanently at the beginning of Term 4, when Nicki Hill was appointed to the
position. Another long serving staff member, Ms Susan Archdall, who worked as the
Year 7 Transition Co-ordinator for Kalamunda Senior High School for 2014 has now
been permanently appointed to that position and so will not be returning to
Darlington. These appointments are testimony to the calibre of staff who work at
Darlington Primary School
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Music
In addition to weekly class music lessons, selected students from Years 5, 6 & 7
have the opportunity to develop their skills in contemporary music as members of a
number of rock groups. These bands perform each year at school events, Darlington
Rock, a lunchtime concert in Term 3, the Darlington Arts Festival and the end of
year assembly.
Programs presented by the School of Instrumental Music enable selected students in
Years 6 & 7 to receive specialised tuition in guitar or brass. In 2014, 5 students
from Year 6 were given the opportunity to learn guitar and another 5 took up brass
instruments.
Visual Arts
The Visual Arts are catered for by a specialist art and craft program for Years 1 – 7.
Students experiment with a variety of media and many examples of their work form
artistic features around the school grounds. The school enjoys notoriety in the local
community for the quality of its student art work. Selected works from students in
all year levels were exhibited at the Hills Education Community Arts Fest at
Mundaring Primary School in Term 4.
Physical Education
The school has the services of a specialist physical education teacher 3 days per
week. In addition to weekly physical education classes, students also have the
opportunity to participate in a variety of formal and informal sporting activities.
Lap Club operates before school on Tuesdays and Thursdays with students, their
parents and some staff members running or walking laps of the cross country course
around the school yard. A cumulative total of the number of laps each person
completes is recorded in their Lap Club Diary and certificates are awarded to
acknowledge achievement of 50 lap increments. Most students participated, with
many striving to attain personal goals or to improve upon previous performances.
Teams competed against other local schools in in a number of inter-school events
throughout the year including swimming, cross country running and athletics. The
respective Interschool teams finished second in the Inter-school Swimming Carnival
and third in the Inter-school Cross Country Running, with the Year 4 Girls and year
5 Boys teams both winning their divisions in the latter. At the Inter-school Athletics
Carnival in November, Levi Gilenko was the Intermediate Champion Boy, Taine
McGough was the Runner-up Intermediate Champion Boy and Haydee Armitage
the Runner-up Intermediate Champion Girl.
On the faction front, Green scored the trifecta by winning all three carnivals —
Swimming, Cross Country Running Carnivals and Athletics.
Science
During Science Week, a team of four Year 7 students participated in the Annual
Hills Schools’ Science Challenge at Parkerville Primary School.
Spelling
Each year the school conducts a Spelling Bee for all students from Years 2 to 7. The
words tested are selected from the core lists that form the basis of the spelling
program. The winners of the Intermediate and Senior competitions then go on to
represent the school at the Hills Education Community Interschool Spelling Bee
during national Literacy and Numeracy Week. Luke Osborne was the winner of the
Senior Division of the inter-school competition.
Public Speaking
Each year the school conducts a public speaking contest, with the winners in the
junior and senior sections going on to represent the school at the Hills Education
Community Public Speaking contest. This year, James Stanwix Year 6 was the
runner-up in the Senior competition.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES (Cont)
Year 6/7 Camp
In late May, as the mornings started to get colder, 48 Year 6 and 7 students headed
off for the annual Leadership Camp at Logue Brook. Despite this being, for some
students, their first time away from home everyone acquitted themselves well in
confronting the challenges of abseiling, archery, orienteering, mountain bike riding,
canoeing, flying fox, raft building, low ropes course and the infamous mud pit.
This annual event is always a highlight of the year for the senior students and
certainly fosters the development of independence, confidence and co-operation.
Early Childhood Education
The school offers and Early Childhood program that enjoys an excellent reputation,
both within the local area and beyond. Here our youngest students are introduced
to skills, knowledge and routines enabling a smooth transition into the more formal
school environment. Most importantly, we aim to foster curiosity, a love of learning
and healthy self esteem.
In Kindergarten, the programs focus on: the development of confidence and
independence in an education setting; the acquisition of social skills; fostering of
effective communication; development of oral language; and exposure to early
literacy and numeracy skills. This was achieved through: child centred and teacher
directed play; art, craft and other creative activities; familiarisation and interaction
with the local environment; and intentional teaching of phonemic awareness and
mathematical concepts and patterns.
The acquisition of fundamental literacy and numeracy skills is a critical aspect of the
pre-primary program. The children commence more formal pre-reading and writing
activities – shared readers are introduced, use of big books, letter formations, prewriting tasks, daily group reading and signing in all become part of the routine.
Students also consolidate their knowledge of initial sounds with the introduction of
their sound books.
2014 saw further developments in the outdoor environment at the Early Learning
Centre. Ably led by Landscape Architect (and parent), Belinda Ford, an energetic
and committed team of parents and staff members added some wonderful
interactive features to the playground. It is now a beautiful, stimulating area in
which our youngest students exercise their minds, imaginations and bodies.
STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
Each year, students in Years 3, 5 and 7 participate in the mandatory National Assessment in
Literacy and Numeracy Program (NAPLAN). These tests allow comparison with other students
throughout the state and across Australia, as well as allowing individual students’ progress to
be tracked over time.
The graphs provided on the next page show comparisons of results of students at
Darlington Primary with Australia wide and state results in all NAPLAN tests.
Year 3 results were commensurate with those of ‘like school’ in all areas except Writing,
where they were below expectation. In reflecting upon this result, teaching staff identified a
lack of confidence and independence in dealing with a non-specified topic as being a
significant negative factor. This aspect of writing will require attention in the future for both
this cohort of students as well as those in lower year levels.
Across the board, in all NAPLAN tests, the Year 5 cohort performed very well, with 50% of
students in the top 20% of the state in Numeracy, 45% in the top 20% in Reading, 42% in in
Spelling, 39% in Grammar and Punctuation and 32% in Writing. These are very pleasing
results which are strong by comparison with those in ‘like schools’.
The results of the Year 7 cohort were generally as expected, with two exceptions. It is
pleasing to note the continued high achievement in Spelling, which were above those of ‘like
schools’. Numeracy results were disappointing. A small number of students not achieving
the benchmark had a significant impact on the small cohort’s overall achievement. This
placed them below the performance levels of ‘like schools’.
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Teacher judgements of students' academic achievement are reliable and, in the main,
align with the results of system wide testing, where applicable. Assessment practices
are supported by intra-school moderation activities, (such as common programming
and assessment tasks and collaborative teaching) at and between year levels and are
increasingly supported by valid data. A schedule for the consistent collection of
comparable and verifiable data is adhered to throughout the school, this includes
annual assessments in literacy and numeracy using Australian Council for
Educational Research Progressive Achievement Tests in reading, vocabulary, oral
spelling, written spelling, punctuation and grammar, and mathematics.
School Priorities
During 2014, staff worked collaboratively to implement the Whole School
Numeracy Plan, supported by the integration of the Envision Maths program from
Pre-primary to Year 7. Considerable school resources were allocated to this priority,
including $13000 for the purchase of Envision resources. The P & C assisted by
meeting the entire cost of the Activity Boxes for every class. (approximately $5000).
Work continued on strengthening Early Childhood Education, with particular
emphasis on Literacy and Numeracy. This is reflected in the whole School Literacy
and Numeracy Plans.
Raising community awareness of the impact of repeated absence from school on
student performance, with particular reference to family holidays taken during term
time, was a focus in 2014. This was in an endeavour to reduce the number of
students who fail to achieve 90% attendance each term.
As a mechanism for supporting student well-being and positive behaviour, the
school implemented, with the endorsement of the School Council, a Good Standing
Policy. The criteria for achieving ‘Good Standing’ were centred around students
maintaining good behaviour, wearing school uniform, being punctual and being
prepared for learning. Achievement and maintenance of Good Standing was
acknowledged with reward days, teacher based incentive activities and whole school
structured reward activities. Support and time were given to assist students to regain
Good Standing if they had lost it due to repeated transgressions.
The success of this program in promoting positive behaviours in children, building
self-esteem and encouraging self-management was reflected in a reduction in
recorded incidents of negative behaviour and in no students being suspended during
the year.
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Financial Summary as at
3 February 2015

Revenue - Cash
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Budget

Voluntary Contributions
Charges and Fees
Government Allowances
P&C Contributions
Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships
DoE Grants
Other State Govt Grants
Commonwealth Govt Grants
Trading Activities
Other
Internal Transfers
Total
Opening Balance
Total Funds Available

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Actual

18,736.00
63,774.68
4,050.00
2,048.75
176,438.60
387.00
12,561.16
5,653.75
283,649.94
42,765.76
326,415.70

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Revenue - Budget vs Actual

19,156.00
66,613.62
1,116.10
2,113.75
176,439.27
386.51
12,819.70
5,653.75
284,298.70
42,765.76
327,064.46

$000

Budget

Actual
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Current Year Actual Revenue Sources
Locally Generated
$ 88,999.47
Revenue Other
Other Govt Grants
5%
DoE Grants $ 176,439.27
0%
Other Govt Grants
$
386.51
Other
$ 12,819.70
Transfers $
5,653.75
$ 284,298.70

60

Locally Generated
Revenue
31%

Tra nsfers
2%

40

20

0

DoE Grants
62%

Revenue Source

Expenditure
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Budget

Administration
Leases
Utilities
Repairs/Maintenance/Grounds
Building Fabric and Infrastructure
Assets and Resources
Education Services
Other Specific Programs
Trading Activities
Salary Pool Payments to Central Office
Other
Transfers to Reserves

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total $

6,908.63
16,123.00
71,678.60
16,869.90
9,613.00
138,889.79
2,184.00
27,275.00
7,455.75
14,119.00

Actual

$000

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

5,726.84
13,534.59
66,962.96
13,242.44
8,656.30
132,585.25
2,132.73
17,442.00
4,033.44
14,119.00

311,116.67 $

278,435.55

Expenditure - Budget vs Actual
Budget

Actual
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Cash Position
$000
55
50

Expenditure Purpose

45
40
35
30
25
20

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

15
10

8

Cash Position as at:
Bank Balance
Made up of:
General Fund Balance
Deductible Gift Funds
Trust Funds
Reserves
Suspense Accounts
Cash Advances
Tax Position
Total Bank Balance

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
-$
$

99,276.82
48,628.91
52,900.41
1,450.50
3,703.00
99,276.82

COMMUNITY SATISFACTION
The School Council conducted a survey of students, parents and staff in September
2014. This was conducted entirely on-line, but the Parent Survey drew a
disappointing response rate, with only 35 families completing the survey (out of a
possible 230). The results indicated that the majority of people who responded to the
survey held largely positive opinions about the school. Of particular note were the high
value placed upon the sense of community that is a feature of the school and the
appreciation of the attitudes and high standard practices of the teaching staff.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2014
Family Sundowner (March)
♦ Introduction of new school shirts (March)
♦ Second place in the Interschool Swimming Carnival (March)
♦ Hot Wheels Good Standing Reward Activity
♦ Easter Bonnet Parade
♦ Early Learning Centre playground and garden project
♦ Year 6/7 Leadership Camp at Logue Brook (May)
♦ P & C Bonfire Night (Barn Feast)
♦ Drama Presentation Once upon a Tale (July)

Book Character Parade (August)
♦ Whole School Excursion to Woodbridge Park
♦ P & C Wild West Discos
♦ Year 6/7 Graduation
♦ Water Fun Day (December—end of year reward day)
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