
To the Parents and Care Givers of Year 4 and 5 Students 

Technology is now an integral part of our everyday lives and, as such, has a significant 

impact on, and role to play in, the delivery of education in the 21st Century. It has the 

capacity to readily connect learners and teachers with information and resources, and 

enables students to collaborate in rich, compelling learning experiences that develop deeper 

knowledge and skill development, especially problem solving, creativity and critical thinking 

skills. 

With this in mind, The School Council at Darlington Primary School is exploring a proposal to 

introduce an enhanced digital literacy class for Year 5 and 6 students in 2019.   

The concept is to offer places for 28 students in a Year 5/6 class that will have a deliberate 

focus on learning through digital technologies.  The laptops are paid for by the student’s 

families and remain at school all year. The students will each have exclusive access to their 

laptop which will be used on a daily basis for a variety of curriculum activities.  

There will be two other Year 5/6 classes in addition to this class, who will also use laptops, 

but to a lesser extent.  

Parents will be given the opportunity to submit an Expression of Interest for their child to be 

considered for the class. They will need to commit to leasing a laptop, through the school. 

Whilst it is subject to the lease, the laptop must remain at school, but, at the end of the year 

it will become the property of the student and they will be able to take it home. 

It is important to note that no student will be compelled to take a place in this class and that 

no student’s academic opportunities will be compromised if not in the digital literacy class.  

Foremost, the focus of the program is education, with carefully chosen content that aligns 
to the curriculum and practices that reflect state of the art primary teaching and learning. Its 
delivery will be socially interactive, with regular face-time and group activities that balance 
the screen-time.    

The objective of the program is not to ‘use a computer all day’, but to use technology to 
improve learning outcomes. Rather than substituting technology, it will be used to augment 
or transform learning activities. As a result, the digital classroom will still feature plenty of 
‘analogue’ learning.  

All parents of the 2018 Year 4 and 5 cohort are invited to attend a Parent Information 

evening on Monday 5th November, in Room 2, commencing at 7.00 pm. In this forum, 

details of the proposal will be presented and parents will have the opportunity to have 

questions answered and to have input into further development of the proposal.  
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