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17th October 
 
 
 

PLEASE  
NOTE TIME 

CHANGE 

P &C  ANNUAL AGM - TONIGHT 
Meeting held in the Staffroom 

 7.00pm A.G.M. 

 7.30pm GENERAL MEETING 
 

       All welcome  
          to attend    
 

20th October ASSEMBLY—Student Council 
School Banking Talk 

20th October  DARLINGTONPRIMARY  
SPELLING BEE 

24th October HECSA Interschool Athletics 
Jumps and Throws 

26th October HECSA Interschool Athletics 
Track and Team 

27th October ASSEMBLY—ROOM 11 

1st Nov HEC SPELLING BEE 
Parkerville Primary School 

1st Nov UNIFORM SHOP OPEN 3 - 3.30pm 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Here we are, on the last leg of the school year, maintaining a demanding pace as we 
reach the end of our journey through 2017.  I trust you all had a relaxing and enjoya-
ble holiday and are now refreshed and energised to meet the challenges of Term 4.  
 

Staff returned to school last Monday for a School Development Day.  Topics on the 
agenda included: a review of lockdown procedures; delivery of the Envision maths 
program in all classes; team meetings; and, in the afternoon, a session on Aboriginal 
Cultural Awareness presented by Gail Barrow, Coordinator of Aboriginal Education for 
South Metropolitan Education Region.  Another session with Gail is planned for 
Wednesday 1st November. 
 

We are pleased to welcome back Mrs Barley to Room 4.  She will be teaching the class 
on Mondays and Tuesdays, with Mrs O’Neill covering the other 3 days of the week, 
once she returns from overseas.  We are grateful to Mr Ryan-Gadsden for stepping 
into that role for the first two weeks of term.   
 

I am pleased to report that Mrs Woods (Teacher Year 1) is making a wonderful recov-
ery after having hip replacement surgery during the holidays.  She is already up and 
about and is cheerfully relishing the prospect of a life with easier mobility and less 
pain.  We wish her well for her recuperation and look forward to (hopefully) having 
her back at school later in the term.  We are fortunate that Mrs Copping is able to 
take over the fulltime role in that class whilst Mrs Woods is away. 
 

Mrs Ferrari (Teacher Year 4) has also been on leave for the first 7 days of the term.  
We trust she has enjoyed her brief stint of Long Service Leave and her visit to the 
eastern states.  She returns to work tomorrow. Thank you to Mrs Williams who so 
ably managed the class during Mrs Ferrari’s absence.  
 

The first few weeks of term are rather busy with extra-curricular activities.   
 

Yesterday, a team of senior students represented the school in the Scitech Brainstorm 
Challenge Day.  Teams from different schools met for fun, engaging activities and 
problem solving that challenged their knowledge in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering and maths. The Darlington team of Jake Brinfield, Xavier Mason, Anakah 
De Jong, Eamon Ryan, Elih Reid and Emily Scott finished 3rd out of 25 schools.  Once 
again, their performance was noteworthy because of their excellent scientific 
knowledge supported by great cooperation and team work.  Thank you to Mr Smith 
for enabling our students to participate. 
 

The first excursion for the term was a trip, today, to the Primary Proms Concert at 
Eastern Hills Senior High School for Years 3 and 4 and the Year 5s from Room 4.  They 
enjoyed a musical repertoire presented by the high school bands, many of whom 
commenced playing an instrument through the School of Instrumental Music (DOE) 
program at their primary school.  At Darlington, students with aptitude and talent 
have the opportunity to learn either a brass instrument or classical guitar in Years 5 
and 6.  (Testing of Year 4 students for 2018 will be conducted by Mr Melrose in the 
near future.) 
 

On Friday this week, the school will hold its annual Spelling Bee.  The competition will 
be based on the format of the NSW Premier’s Spelling Bee, with the winners and run-
ners-up in the junior (Years 3 & 4) and senior (Years 5 & 6) sections going on to repre-
sent the school in the HEC Interschool Spelling Bee on the 1st November, at Parker-
ville Primary School.  

DARLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
2 - 14 Amherst Avenue, Darlington WA 6070     Telephone: 9299 6888      
Website: www.darlingtonps.wa.edu.au      Email: darlington.ps@education.wa.edu.au 
 

          This school will be closed on days of forecast Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating 
 

 

Newsletter No 16 – Week  1  - TERM  4             Tuesday 17th October 2017 

  
SCHOOL HOURS 

 

 Start/Finish:      8.45  - 3.05 pm    
 Crunch and Sip:    10.45  - 10.50 am 
 Recess:     10.50  - 11.10 am 
 Lunch:       1.10  -   1.50 pm  
  

OTHER SERVICES PROVIDEDOTHER SERVICES PROVIDED  

NEXT SCHOOL P&C Meeting:  17th October  7pm 
Meeting held in Staff Room - All Welcome 
President: Rowena MacKinnon 
Email:  darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com  

SCHOOL BANKING:  Fridays in the Library  8.15 - 8.45am 
Co-Ordinators: Anke & Fiona 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB CO-ORDINATOR 
Alison Scott -  darlingtonpsbookclub@gmail.com    

UNIFORM SHOP - Fri  8.30-9.00am + First Wed/Month 
Email - dpsuniform@gmail.com               3.00 - 3.30pm 

CANTEEN DAYS - Monday, Wednesdays & Fridays  
Ros Tooth ph – 0425 807 166 / School 9299 6888 

LIBRARY DAYS - Monday, Tuesday & Wednesdays 
Library Officer: Mrs Karen Diaz 

SCHOOL DENTAL VAN  - ph 0407 594 254 
 

STUDENT SERVICES 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN ONSITE - Even week Mondays and 
every Thursday and Friday  
Chaplain: Tracey Buckley 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST ONSITE - Every Thursday 
Psychologist: Melissa Morgan  

 Initiative, Trust, Tolerance 

mailto:darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com


 

 

Good sleep habits 
 
Your child might sleep better at night if they: 
 

 keep regular sleep and wake times, even on the weekend; 

 turn computers, tablets and TV off an hour before bed-
time; 

 have a quiet and dimly lit place to sleep; 

 get plenty of natural light during the day; and 

 avoid caffeine in tea, coffee, sports drinks and chocolate, 
especially in the late afternoon. 

 
As adults, perhaps some of us could benefit from these practices 
too.  I wish! 
 
Lorna Woodley 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EDU-DANCE PROGRAM  
CLASSES INVOLVED - All Pre-Primary to Year 6 Students 
 

(Edu-Dance is a creative hip-hop dance program designed for pri-
mary school students developed in Perth, Western Australia. It 
provides children with the opportunity to be part of a fun and 
energetic dance program within their own school community) 
 
 

COST OF INCURSION: $25.00 

 

If you have not yet paid for your student/s for Edu-Dance, can 
you please pay as soon as possible.  

PLEASE NOTE - Your student/s will not be able to participate in 
any lessons unless the permission slip and payment has been 
received.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Next week, our athletes will compete in the HEC Interschool Ath-
letics Carnival at Mundaring Recreation Grounds.  The field and 
distance events will be held on Wednesday morning and the main 
carnival on Friday.  Good luck to all of our athletes who have been 
training hard under the coaching of Mr McCormack and Mr Scott.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bushfire Drill 
Over the weekend, you could be forgiven for thinking that sum-
mer had arrived, but by lunchtime yesterday we were back to 
very wintery weather.  Nevertheless, this did not deter us from 
practising a Bushfire Drill. We deliberately chose to call the drill at 
the end of lunchtime, in order to test the students' response to 
the signals when they were not under direct teacher control.   
 
The siren was sounded in several short blasts, prompting the stu-
dents to move immediately to their classrooms.  Once inside, the 
routine Bushfire Emergency Procedure was followed, with stu-
dents eventually being asked to relocate to Covered Assembly 
Area, which is our designated safer location.  We had a Bushfire 
Evacuation Drill at the end of lunchtime yesterday.  
 
In the main, the exercise was conducted in a calm, orderly fash-
ion. All students were asked to remind their parents that, in the 
event of a bushfire threatening or impacting on the school, they 
should not attempt to collect their children.  Roads around the 
school need to be kept free for emergency vehicles and there is 
always the danger of fallen trees and power lines blocking access 
and smoke reducing visibility. 
 
The Importance of Sleep 
There has been a lot of coverage in the media recently about the 
importance of sleep to well-being and the concern that many 
people, including school children,  do not routinely get enough 
sleep.   
 
On average, primary school children require between 9 and 11 
hours sleep each night.  A regular bedtime routine is very im-
portant at this age and helps children to get the quality sleep they 
need.  
 
When your child sleeps well, they are more settled, happy and 
ready for school the next day. Good-quality sleep helps your child 
concentrate, remember things and behave well. This helps them 
to be a successful learner. Getting enough sleep also strengthens 
your child’s immune system and reduces the risk of infection and 
illness. 
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Performance may feature some of our former students 

 
 

Upcoming Event 
Felix Steinwandel (Year 1) will be performing as little Mowgli in 
the upcoming Jungle Book production at Marloo Theatre in 
Greenmount. 
 

His brother Lukas, former Darlington Primary School student, now 
at John Curtin College of the Arts, will be the older Mowgli in the 
play. 

 
 
 

 

During Semester 1, all students entered a State-wide French stick-
er competition based on Harmony and Peace.  Only 5 could be 
chosen from each category as a short list:  Category 1: Year 1-3 & 
Category 2  Year 4-6.   
 
From entries from over 30 schools, and our 10 students that were 
selected:  one got into the 2nd place, having her picture featured 
in the 2017 selection of stickers for French classes around the 
state.  Congratulations Ella K of room 3. 
 
You are all invited to have a fun family “French” day out.   
“THE FOOD, THE WINE, THE FASHION. LIVELIGHTER BONJOUR 
PERTH SHINES A LIGHT ON FRENCH CULTURE, ART AND STYLE 
FOR ONE DAZZLING DAY OF ENTERTAINMENT ON SATURDAY, 21 
OCTOBER 2017 AT MARKET SQUARE 
PARK, SUBIACO.”   
 
This event is family as well as  
dog-friendly.  A gold coin entry.   
More information on the website:   
https://www.bonjourperth.com.au/# 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Expression of Interest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

It will soon be the end of term and it is time to organise 

the  Gingerbread House Decorating Afternoon, which is 

always lots of fun. There is a cost of $20 for this activi-

ty.  

 

I am also thinking about a Craft-a-Noon where you can 

come along and create some gifts. There is a cost of $15 

for this activity.  

 

What I would need to do is see which one of these  

activities you are interested in. They will be held on 

Thursday the 30th of November from 3.05pm to 4.00pm. 

Could you please let me know what activity you would like 

to do. 
 

Can you please return the form below by the 3rdof 

November - Please return to the office. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Expression of Interest for- 

 

Yes I am interest in attending the Gingerbread House 

Decorating Afternoon. 

 

Name of Parent/Carer attending: ________________ 

 

Number of Gingerbread houses:  ________________ 

 

Number of children attending:__________________ 

 

Contact Number: _______________________ 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Yes I am interested in attending the Craft-a-Noon. 

 

Name of Parent/Carer attending: _____________ 

 

Number of children attending:________________ 

 

Contact Number: __________________ 
 
  
                                                 *Flyer attached to email 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

My thought for the fortnight- 

 

Programs for term 4- 

 
Girls Group 

 

 

 

Girls Group will recommence in term 4 a note will be 

sent home with all the details. Girls Group is for year 4 

to 6.  

 
Craft Group 

 

 

 

Craft Group is on every Thursday in the second half of 

lunch. We meet in the library; craft group is for all 

years. 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone that attended Zumba Kids® last 

term. It was so much fun. 

Boys Drama Group 

 

 

 

 

The boy’s drama group will continue this term, we will 

meet every second Monday in the music room. This is 

for boys in year four to six. 

CHAPLAINS CHAT 



 

 

 

Head Lice Check 
 
Please be aware we have had some recent cases of head lice. 
Please check your children and treat if  necessary.  
 
Children with head lice are required to have their hair cleared  
of lice before returning to school.  
 
This can be achieved by using an insecticide product purchased 
from the local pharmacy and used according to the manufac-
turer’s instruction. This must be followed by physically remov-
ing the lice from the hair after the recommended time period 
using a special nit comb.  
 
Hair will need to be checked on a daily basis for the following 
10 days to ensure that all lice and eggs have been removed 
from the hair.  
 
Refer to the Department of Health, head lice fact sheet at:   
http://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Corporate%20search%
20results?searchStr=head%20lice&site=all 

 
 
 
 
 
           

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Darlington Primary School Website 
 

Remember to visit our school website for 
handy information. Latest news, Important 
Dates, Current Newsletters, Incursion/
Excursion Permission Forms and much more.  
 
Great resource to make use of. 
 

www.darlingtonps.wa.edu.au 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Darlington Primary’s - Parents & Citizens Association  

Email: darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com  

A Dollarmite character is coming to Darlington! 
 

A special Dollarmites visitor is coming to school  
to talk to us about the School Banking program  
Dollarmite is excited to see you all on   
20/10/2017 at the assembly. 
 
 

 
New School Banking rewards  
now available! 
 
Exciting new Term 4 rewards with a Future Savers theme are now available,  
while stocks last! 
 
 

 
 
 
For every deposit made at school students will receive a silver Dollarmites token.  
Once students have individually collected 10 tokens they can redeem them for exclu-
sive School Banking reward items in recognition of their regular savings habits. There 
are two new items released each term so be sure to keep an eye out for them! 
 

Thank you for supporting the School Banking program and remember,  
School Banking day is Friday 8:15-8:45am in the library! 

Pencil + Tech Case Epic Earphones 

 

 



 

 

Initiative, Trust, Tolerance 

 

Darlington Primary’s - Parents & Citizens Association  

Email: darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com  

 

DPS P&C Annual General Meeting 
TUESDAY 17TH OCTOBER, 2017, 7.00PM 

PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE 
 

 Join the P&C 
 Renew your membership - ONLY $1! 
 Share your views 
 Launch a project 
 Have your say 
 Hone your skills 
 Lend a hand and get involved. 

 
All levels of involvement needed, no little how small. 
 
This AGM will be followed by the General Meeting at 
7.30pm 
All welcome. 
 
Please note that the above changes are not reflected on 
the calendar. 
 
See you there! 
 
Ro MacKinnon. 
President.  
 

 

BOOKCLUB - ISSUE 7 
 

Please look out for Scholastic Bookclub's Issue 7 catalogue coming 
home today.   
 
Issue 7 has a BONUS BOOK OFFER for parents and caregivers who 
order and pay via LOOP (online ordering and payment).  Great 
timing with Christmas coming. 
 
Many families regularly order via LOOP.  Those whom have 
spent $10 minimum over three consecutive issues are already 
receiving bonus books.   
 
Issue 7 contains over 350 items, with 186 new releases and over 
185 titles $10 and under. 
   
If you ever require your order as a gift, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me so the books can be withheld and arrangements made 
for pickup. Those ordering via Loop can also conveniently choose 
the 'Gift' option.  
 
Either phone or text 0439910830, or 
email:  darlingtonpsbookclub@gmail.com 
  
Please have orders completed either electronically 
via scholastic.com.au/LOOP or manually with order and cash to 
the School Office no later than WEDNESDAY 25th OCTOBER.     
  
Many thanks for supporting your P & C and School 
Alison Scott 
 

HONEY  
AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFICE 

 

$10 A TUB 
(cash payments only) 


