DARLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
2 - 14 Amherst Avenue, Darlington WA 6070 Telephone: 9299 6888
Website: www.darlingtonps.wa.edu.au Email: darlington.ps@education.wa.edu.au
This school will be closed on days of forecast Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating
Newsletter No 1 – Week 2 - TERM 1

Tuesday 12th of February 2019

SCHOOL HOURS
School commences
Crunch and Sip
Recess
Lunch Eating time
Lunch Play time
End of School

8.45 am
10.45 am
10.50 - 11.10 am
1.10 - 1.20 pm
1.20 - 1.50 pm
3.00 pm

Dear Parents and Care Givers

11th to 22nd Swimming lessons - Bilgoman Pool
February
Pre-Primary to Year 6
18th Feb

P&C Meeting 7pm, held in staff room

24th Feb
Sunday

P&C Grounds Busy Bee

25th to 1st
March

Parent Information Evenings
Teachers will advise dates & times

26th Feb

HEC Annual Public Speaking
Junior Yrs 1-3 / Senior Yrs 4-6

28th Feb

Faction Swimming Carnival
Bilgoman Pool

1st March

ASSEMBLY—Student Council
Flexischool Uniform Orders delivered to
office for collection

4th March

LABOUR DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY

OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED
NEXT SCHOOL P&C Meeting: Monday 8th February 7pm
New faces always welcome
President: Fiona Gordon
Email: darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com
SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB CO-ORDINATOR
Alison Scott - darlingtonpsbookclub@gmail.com
UNIFORM SHOP - Open Friday twice a term (1st, 2nd last)
See school calendar for opening dates 8.30 - 9.00am
Email - dpsuniform@gmail.com
ORDER ANYTIME ON FLEXISCHOOLS FOR OFFICE
DELIVERY: www.flexischools.com.au
CANTEEN DAYS - Monday, Wednesdays & Fridays
Ros Tooth ph – 0425 807 166 / School 9299 6888
LIBRARY DAYS - Monday, Tuesday & Wednesdays
Library Officer: Mrs Karen Diaz
SCHOOL DENTAL VAN - ph 0407 594 254

STUDENT SERVICES
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN ONSITE - Monday, Thursday & Fridays
Chaplain: Tracey Buckley
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST ONSITE - Every Thursday
Psychologist: Melissa Morgan

Welcome back for the start of the 2019 school year. I trust you all enjoyed a restful
break and some quality family time. Thank you to everyone, students, parents and
staff members, who contributed to a very smooth start to the year. In all of my visits
to classrooms last week, I was pleased to see students happily engaged in work and
activities.
A special welcome is extended to all of the new students and their families, especially
the 47 kindergarten children who are starting school for the very first time.
I know that teachers spent considerable time, during the holidays, decorating their
classrooms and preparing programs of work. I am sure you will agree that their creativity and efforts have produced really welcoming and interesting learning environments. Parents also made a terrific contribution by ensuring that their children were
well equipped for the start of the school. They were resplendent in their bright
uniforms and very excited about their new pencils, bags, etc. Thank you to Vanessa
Busby and her team for their expert organisation of the provision and distribution of
uniforms.
Finally, thank you to our school support staff – the gardeners, cleaners and office
team who worked really hard to make sure that the school was looking fresh and
everything was in readiness for the students’ return.
New Staff
We welcome three new teachers to our community.
Ms Jess Chitty has been appointed as the teacher of Year 5/6 in Room 4. She previously worked part-time in a similar capacity in 2017 and I am delighted to have such
an excellent teacher back at Darlington.
Mrs Linda MacKay is currently teaching Year 3 in Room 7, whilst Mrs Barley is absent.
She has extensive experience across schools in the Mundaring area, teaching in both
primary and secondary school settings. I am sure the children are enjoying her enthusiastic approach just as much as she is revelling in being here.
Finally, Mrs Rita Williams is replacing Madam Teti as the French teacher for the first
part of the term. Mrs Williams is also a very experienced and accomplished teacher
and we are fortunate to be able to avail ourselves of her services.
I am sure you will all make these people feel very welcome at Darlington.
School Structure
A complete staff list accompanies this newsletter.
There have been a number of changes to the configuration of the school’s class structure and several teachers have been assigned to new roles. I thank them for embracing the change with professionalism and endeavour.
One again, we have pre-primary students at the ‘big school’ in the PP/1 class in Room
11 with Mrs Ryan Gadsden, Mrs Holmes and Mrs Hercik-Saul. They have accomplished the transition with confidence and energy. They already seem to be at home
in their new surroundings, although they enjoy their regular sojourns to the Early
Learning Centre to meet up with their mates from last year.
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This year has also seen the implementation of the laptop program
in Room 2. The program was fully subscribed, with 28 Year 5 and
6 students taking up the opportunity to work with their own laptop on a daily basis. This is a ground breaking innovation and
every day new applications and possibilities are being discovered.
I am very excited to be watching it evolve.
Swimming
Only one week into the term and the busy schedule has begun,
with In-term Swimming being conducted over the next two
weeks. This is a Department of education program for children
from Pre-primary to Year 7. It provides quality swimming lessons
across the State to ensure children develop vital swimming and
water safety skills.
So far, the weather has been pleasant and the children have been
happily heading off for a dip at Bilgoman. Please ensure that all of
their belongings are clearly marked with their names. It is easy
for items of clothing to be mixed up or left behind when dozens of
young children are all changing in and out of bathers at the same
time.
Public Speaking
Hot on the heels of swimming, we will be conducting our annual
Public speaking competition on Tuesday 26th February.
Each year, at this time, the Hills Education Community conducts
an interschool Public Speaking competition. A junior and a senior
representative are chosen, from this school, to participate. In the
lead up to this, the school conducts its own public speaking competition to choose the representatives.
In class, students in Years 1 to 3 learn and recite a poem, and in
Year 4 to 6 they compose and deliver a 4 minute address on a
topic of their choice. One student from each class then goes on to
compete in the school event. You can support your child by taking the time to listen to them practising their poem of speech at
home.
Special Announcement
It is with mixed emotions that I announce my departure from
Darlington Primary School.
After taking up the position of Principal, back in February 2003,
the time has come for me to move on. I will be retiring from the
Department of Education, mid-year, but will be taking Long Service Leave in Term 2. This means that Friday 12th April (the end of
Term 1) will be my last day at the school. My association with the
school, which dates back to 1979, when I was appointed here as a
physical education teacher, has been wonderfully rewarding. The
many students and families I have had the pleasure to get to
know will always hold a special place in my heart.
With 9 weeks to go, I will continue striving to ensure that we offer
the best possible education opportunities to all of our students.
There is much work still to be done.
I anticipate that my permanent replacement will be appointed
from the beginning of Term 2.
LORNA WOODLEY
Principal

We have lots of lost property at school at the
moment, a lot has been left over from the end of
last year.
I have boxes of “lost property” on display outside
of the office on the verandah and in the lost
property wooden box in the office
Please come and have a look to see if anything
belongs to you.
Anything not collected by Friday the 1st of March
will be donated to a charity bin

Darlington Primary School
2019 Contributions, Charges & Personal Items
Approved by School Council
Contributions, Subscriptions and Workbooks (if you didn't order them through Campion
on your booklists) are now due
The list of Contributions, Subscriptions, Extra Cost Options can be found on our website
http://www.darlingtonps.wa.edu.au/correspondence.html - Please look on our Home
screen under Latest Correspondence

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Payments can be made at the
office, we accept credit card
payments over the phone or
paid on Flexischools

SWIMMING LESSONS ON NOW

FACTION SWIMMING CARNIVAL

11 - 22 February

BILGOMAN POOL - 28th FEBRUARY
Years 1 to Year 6

If you haven not yet paid for swimming
lessons can you please pay immediately
The cost per student is $53.00
(Payment option is available on
Flexischools)
Payment was due by February 11th

The cost per student is $6.00

Chaplains Chat

Drumming Club

Welcome to 2019, I hope that you had a lovely holiday?
I am here on Monday, Thursday and Friday.
Just wanted to let you know what programs are happening in term
one-

Girls’ Group
Girls’ Group will start on Monday
the 25th of February from
3.00pm-4.15pm.
Girls’ Group is for girls in years 3-6 and
will focus on self-esteem, identity,
friendships and embracing who they are.

Drumming Club is for students in year one to year 6.
The Drumming Club will focus on student’s social and emotional
learning. We will also work towards a performance.
Drumming Club will commence on Thursday 7th March at
3.00pm to 3.30pm in the undercover area.

Students will need permission to attend. Forms will be in the
newsletter and near the Chaplains letterbox in admin. There is no cost
for this program. We would encourage the girls to commit to the 6
week program as they will be working through the Girl’s Group
Journal.

I am looking forward to using our new drums that the P&C
purchased for us. Permission forms will be in the next newsletter.

Drumbeat

Craft Group
Drumbeat is for students from Years 4-6.
Drumbeat is about helping students to be resilient, with friendships,
with self-regulation, emotions and feelings.
Students are selected for Drumbeat through consolation with the
chaplain, teachers and admin.
The time for drumbeat will vary due to the year of the students and
their timetable. The drumbeat program goes for 8 to 10 weeks and
it will be during school time.

Craft Group is on Thursday’s the second half of lunch in the library.
Craft Group is for years 1-6. Children can just attend as they like.
There is a selection of items for children to create their masterpiece.
Craft Group will commence on Thursday the 7th of March.

Students will need permission forms to attend. There is no cost for
this program.
Thank you
Tracey Buckley

Darlington Primary’s - Parents & Citizens Association
Email: darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com

P&C News
Welcome to 2019!

We have some great things planned for this year and look forward to any help you can give.
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to be a Class Rep and help co-ordinate class friendship lists. The Friendship List helps

you to easily arrange play dates and parties and keeps you in touch with the community closest to your children. You can put your
name on your class lists at class info evenings or ask around at school pickup time.
Our first event of the year will be the Welcome Sundowner on Saturday 23 March. We usually have a casual evening get together with
a bit of entertainment and food available. So keep the date free and come along to meet your school community.
Many of our P&C Executive have been in their positions for some time now and will be happy to pass the baton on to new members, not
immediately, but with plenty of handover time and ongoing support. So, if you have a hankering to get involved and continue the great
work of the P&C let me know or come along to our next meeting.
P&C Meeting Next Monday 18/2 at 7pm in the staffroom. We always need 10 members to make up a quorum so come along and find
out what is going on in your P&C and have your input into what we are doing.
Everyone is welcome to join our P&C Facebook page, this is a closed group and you will need to answer some questions to we know you
are part of our school community https://www.facebook.com/groups/DPSPC/
Fiona Gordon
president@dpspc.org.au

First P&C Meeting for 2019:

Monday 18th February 7pm - Held in the Staff room

Please join us!
New faces are
always welcome!

n
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Darlington Primary’s - Parents & Citizens Association
Email: darlingtonprimarypnc@gmail.com

P&C SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB
Please look out for Scholastic Bookclub Issue 1 coming home this week. Thanks to your generosity, rewards of $1,700 were earned over
2018! These were used throughout the year, resulting in lots of wonderful new books in the school library.
If you ever require your order as a gift, please don’t hesitate to contact me so the books can be withheld and arrangements made for
pickup. Those ordering online via Loop can also conveniently choose the 'Gift' option. Either phone or text 0439910830, or
email darlingtonpsbookclub@gmail.com
Please have orders completed either electronically via scholastic.com.au/LOOP or manually with order and cash to the School Office no
later than WEDNESDAY 20th FEBRUARY.
P&C UNIFORM SHOP TRADING & DELIVERIES DETAILS
Uniform Shop Opening Hours: 8.30am – 9.00am on 1st & 2nd last Friday of Each Term. Flexischools orders not collected on days the
Uniform Shop is open will be sent to the School Office from 9.30am for collection.
Flexischools Orders outside Uniform Shop Open Trading Days goods need to be collected from School Office from 9.30am

Sports/Excursion/Swimming Bag
Retail @ $13.00 - We have a few bags still available. Please keep an
eye out for a message coming out soon on how you can buy the last
ones
Specifications: Cylindrical main compartment; lightweight & showerproof; easy draw closure using lightweight webbing shoulder straps;
accessory pocket and nametag insert
Colour: Dark Green with Darlington Primary School Logo (Pictures
attached)
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